
A key to the success and longevity 
of 

the 
R

om
an 

E
m

pire 
w

as 
an 

expansive 
system

 
of 

roads. 
The 

fi rst 
proper 

R
om

an 
road, 

the 
A

ppian 
W

ay, 
w

as 
constructed 

in 
312 

B
C

 
to 

provide 
fast, 

reliable 
com

m
unications and supply links, in 

w
ars w

ith the w
ell arm

ed S
am

nites. 

H
istorian Logan Thom

pson states, 
“This route follow

ed a rem
arkably 

straight, 
direct, 

w
ell-drained 

122 
m

ile 
course, 

fi rm
ly 

topped 
w

ith 
neatly fashioned blocks of volcanic 
lava. It is com

m
endable that R

om
an 

engineers and surveyors m
anaged, 

w
ith 

their 
fi rst-ever 

route, 
to 

incorporate m
ost of the construction 

principles so closely follow
ed during 

the next 700 years. Thereafter, route 
netw

orks 
constantly 

expanded 
in 

every 
direction, 

like 
the 

spokes 
of a w

heel, w
ith R

om
e as a hub.” 

The phrase developed, A
ll roads 

lead to R
om

e. Today it can m
ean 

that the route or m
ethod one takes 

to get som
ew

here isn’t im
portant, 

as long as the journey reaches the 
sam

e destination.
S

adly, w
hen it com

es to the subject 
of 

m
aking 

H
eaven 

one’s 
eternal 

hom
e, this philosophy is not valid 

because G
od has specifi cally told 

us, in the H
oly B

ible, H
is guaranteed 

w
ay or plan for us to get there.
S

aul 
of 

Tarsus, 
later 

know
 

as 
P

aul the A
postle, w

rote over half 
of the N

ew
 Testam

ent part of the 
B

ible.  H
e w

as a R
om

an citizen 
w

ho 
had 

a 
personal, 

life 
chang-

ing encounter w
ith G

od. A
fterw

ard, 
he w

as taught about heaven and 
the supernatural w

orld by a divine 
revelation of Jesus C

hrist (see G
a-

latians 1:12). B
y w

ay of a vision,    
G

od took P
aul to heaven w

hile he

w
as still alive (see 2 C

orinthians 
12:1-7). P

aul had this to say about 
his w

ritings:
...w

hen you received H
is m

essage 
from

 us, you didn’t think of our w
ords 

as m
ere hum

an ideas. You accepted 
w

hat w
e said as the very w

ord of 
G

od—
w

hich, of course, it is.                     
                               – I Corinthians 14:37 
Paul 

traveled 
to 

R
om

e 
by 

ship, 
and w

alking along the Appian W
ay.  

H
e 

w
rote 

a 
letter 

to 
the 

people 
he planned on m

eeting there. By 
m

aking a com
pilation of verses from

 
that letter, a road m

ap to H
eaven is 

form
ed. 

1. In G
od’s system

 of justice, none 
of us, by hum

an effort, can get to 
heaven because no one, on his ow

n 
m

erit, is right w
ith G

od. 

N
o one is righteous—

not even one.
– Romans 3:10 

2. W
e have lost our ticket to H

eaven 
because w

e sinned against G
od by 

breaking H
is Ten C

om
m

andm
ents. 

For everyone has sinned; w
e all fall 

short of G
od’s glorious standard. 

– Romans 3:23 
3. This disobedience to G

od has a 
present and eternal consequence–
a broken relationship w

ith G
od now

, 
and 

being 
banished 

from
 

G
od’s 

hom
e hereafter.

For the w
ages of sin is death,

– Romans 6:23a 
4. There is a w

ay out!  G
od loves us 

so m
uch, that H

e cam
e to earth in 

the P
erson of Jesus C

hrist. Jesus 
perfectly 

pleased 
H

is 
H

eavenly 
Father.  H

e becam
e the only m

an 
w

ho 
deserved 

to 
go 

to 
H

eaven. 
H

e died on a cross in our place 
to pay the penalty (debt w

e each 
ow

e to G
od) for our sin, m

akinghe
av

en
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

to
 u

s.
B

ut
 G

od
 s

ho
w

ed
 H

is
 g

re
at

 lo
ve

 f
or

 
us

 b
y 

se
nd

in
g 

C
hr

is
t 

to
 d

ie
 f

or
 u

s 
w

hi
le

 w
e 

w
er

e 
st

ill
 s

in
ne

rs
. –

 R
om

. 5
:8

5.
 

N
ow

, 
co

m
pl

em
en

ts
 

of
 

Je
su

s 
C

hr
is

t, 
G

od
 o

f fe
rs

 u
s 

H
ea

ve
n 

an
d 

et
er

na
l l

ife
 a

s 
a 

fre
e 

gi
ft!

...
bu

t 
th

e 
fre

e 
gi

ft 
of

 G
od

 is
 e

te
rn

al
 

lif
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

C
hr

is
t J

es
us

 o
ur

 L
or

d.
– 

Ro
ma

ns
  6

:23
b 

6.
 R

ec
on

ne
ct

in
g 

ou
r r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 
G

od
, 

an
d 

m
ak

in
g 

a 
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
fo

r 
H

ea
ve

n 
fo

r e
te

rn
ity

, i
sn

’t 
an

 a
ut

om
at

-
ic

 fi 
x.

 G
od

 r
eq

ui
re

s 
ou

r 
re

sp
on

se
 b

y 
do

in
g 

tw
o 

th
in

gs
.

If 
yo

u 
co

nf
es

s 
w

ith
 y

ou
r 

m
ou

th
 t

ha
t 

Je
su

s 
is

 L
or

d 
an

d 
be

lie
ve

 i
n 

yo
ur

 
he

ar
t 

th
at

 G
od

 r
ai

se
d 

H
im

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 

de
ad

, y
ou

 w
ill

 b
e 

sa
ve

d.
 F

or
 it

 is
 b

y 
be

lie
vi

ng
 in

 y
ou

r 
he

ar
t 

th
at

 y
ou

 a
re

 
m

ad
e 

rig
ht

 w
ith

 G
od

, 
an

d 
it 

is
 b

y 
co

nf
es

si
ng

 w
ith

 y
ou

r m
ou

th
 th

at
 y

ou

ar
e 

sa
ve

d.
   

   
   

   
   

   
– 

Ro
ma

ns
 10

:9,
10

Fi
rs

t, 
w

e 
m

us
t b

el
ie

ve
 th

e 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 
fa

ct
s 

ab
ou

t 
Je

su
s 

C
hr

is
t 

fo
un

d 
in

 
G

od
’ s

 W
or

d,
 t

he
 B

ib
le

: 
Je

su
s 

di
ed

 
on

 t
he

 c
ro

ss
 f

or
 o

ur
 s

in
s,

 a
nd

 G
od

 
ra

is
ed

 H
im

 fr
om

 th
e 

de
ad

, g
iv

in
g 

H
im

 
an

 i
m

m
or

ta
l 

bo
dy

, 
th

e 
ki

nd
 H

e 
ha

s 
pr

om
is

ed
 to

 g
iv

e 
us

 w
he

n 
H

e 
re

tu
rn

s 
fro

m
 h

ea
ve

n 
to

 ru
le

 th
e 

ea
rth

.
S

ec
on

dl
y,

 G
od

 w
an

ts
 e

ac
h 

of
 u

s 
to

 
m

ak
e 

a 
co

nf
es

si
on

 w
ith

 o
ur

 m
ou

th
s 

(o
ut

 l
ou

d)
 t

ha
t 

Je
su

s 
C

hr
is

t 
is

 o
ur

 
pe

rs
on

al
 L

or
d 

an
d 

S
av

io
r, 

an
d 

on
e 

da
y 

H
e 

is
 ta

ki
ng

 u
s 

to
 H

ea
ve

n.
Th

is
 is

 a
cc

om
pl

is
he

d 
by

 p
ra

yi
ng

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
pr

ay
er

:
D

ea
r 

Je
su

s,
 c

om
e 

in
to

 m
y 

he
ar

t. 
Fo

rg
iv

e 
al

l 
m

y 
si

ns
. 

W
as

h 
m

e 
in

 
yo

ur
 b

lo
od

. 
W

rit
e 

m
y 

na
m

e 
in

 y
ou

r  
B

oo
k 

of
 

Li
fe

. 
Fi

ll 
m

e 
w

ith
 

Yo
ur

 
H

ol
y 

S
pi

rit
, 

so
 

I 
ca

n 
se

rv
e 

an
d 

ob
ey

 Y
ou

. 
In

 J
es

us
’ 

N
am

e,
 A

m
en

.

7.
 O

ur
 a

ss
ur

an
ce

 o
f m

ak
in

g 
H

ea
ve

n
ou

r e
te

rn
al

 h
om

e 
is

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
G

od
’ s

 
ab

ili
ty

 t
o 

ke
ep

 H
is

 W
or

d 
(H

is
 B

ib
le

 
pr

om
is

es
).

E
ve

ry
on

e 
w

ho
 c

al
ls

 o
n 

th
e 

na
m

e 
of

 
th

e 
LO

R
D

 w
ill

 b
e 

sa
ve

d.
   –

 R
om

. 1
0:1

3
A

ls
o,

 w
he

n 
w

e 
pr

ay
ed

 a
nd

 a
sk

ed
 

Je
su

s 
to

 c
om

e 
in

to
 o

ur
 h

ea
rts

, G
od

 
th

e 
H

ol
y 

S
pi

rit
 c

am
e 

to
 li

ve
 in

 u
s 

as
 

an
 in

w
ar

d 
w

itn
es

s 
th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
no

w
 a

 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

fa
m

ily
 o

f G
od

.
Fo

r 
H

is
 S

pi
rit

 jo
in

s 
w

ith
 o

ur
 s

pi
rit

 to
 

af
fi r

m
 th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
G

od
’s

 c
hi

ld
re

n.
 

– 
Ro

ma
ns

 8:
16

Sc
rip

tur
e 

qu
ota

tio
ns

 a
re

 ta
ke

n 
fro

m 
the

 H
oly

 B
ibl

e 
Ne

w 
Liv

ing
 T

ra
ns

-
lat

ion
, c

op
yri

gh
t ©

 1
99

6, 
20

04
, 2

00
7 

by
 T

yn
da

le 
Ho

us
e 

Fo
un

da
tio

n. 
Us

ed
 by

 pe
rm

iss
ion

 of
  T

yn
da

le 
Ho

us
e P

ub
lis

he
rs,

 In
c.,

 C
ar

ol 
St

re
am

, 
Illi

no
is 

60
18

8. 
Al

l ri
gh

ts 
re

se
rve

d.
De

sig
ne

d b
y H

IS
 P

rin
t M

ed
ia 

Mi
nis

trie
s w

ww
.tr

ac
ts4

u.c
om



A 
ke

y 
to

 th
e 

su
cc

es
s 

an
d 

lo
ng

ev
ity

 
of

 
th

e 
R

om
an

 
E

m
pi

re
 

w
as

 
an

 
ex

pa
ns

iv
e 

sy
st

em
 

of
 

ro
ad

s.
 

Th
e 

fi r
st

 
pr

op
er

 
R

om
an

 
ro

ad
, 

th
e 

A
pp

ia
n 

W
ay

, 
w

as
 

co
ns

tru
ct

ed
 

in
 

31
2 

B
C

 
to

 
pr

ov
id

e 
fa

st
, 

re
lia

bl
e 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 s
up

pl
y 

lin
ks

, i
n 

w
ar

s 
w

ith
 th

e 
w

el
l a

rm
ed

 S
am

ni
te

s.
 

H
is

to
ria

n 
Lo

ga
n 

Th
om

ps
on

 s
ta

te
s,

 
“T

hi
s 

ro
ut

e 
fo

llo
w

ed
 a

 r
em

ar
ka

bl
y 

st
ra

ig
ht

, 
di

re
ct

, 
w

el
l-d

ra
in

ed
 

12
2 

m
ile

 
co

ur
se

, 
fi r

m
ly

 
to

pp
ed

 
w

ith
 

ne
at

ly
 f

as
hi

on
ed

 b
lo

ck
s 

of
 v

ol
ca

ni
c 

la
va

. I
t i

s 
co

m
m

en
da

bl
e 

th
at

 R
om

an
 

en
gi

ne
er

s 
an

d 
su

rv
ey

or
s 

m
an

ag
ed

, 
w

ith
 

th
ei

r 
fi r

st
-e

ve
r 

ro
ut

e,
 

to
 

in
co

rp
or

at
e 

m
os

t o
f t

he
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 s

o 
cl

os
el

y 
fo

llo
w

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ne

xt
 7

00
 y

ea
rs

. T
he

re
af

te
r, 

ro
ut

e 
ne

tw
or

ks
 

co
ns

ta
nt

ly
 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 
in

 
ev

er
y 

di
re

ct
io

n,
 

lik
e 

th
e 

sp
ok

es
 

of
 a

 w
he

el
, 

w
ith

 R
om

e 
as

 a
 h

ub
.” 

Th
e 

ph
ra

se
 d

ev
el

op
ed

, 
A

ll 
ro

ad
s 

le
ad

 t
o 

R
om

e.
 T

od
ay

 i
t 

ca
n 

m
ea

n 
th

at
 t

he
 r

ou
te

 o
r 

m
et

ho
d 

on
e 

ta
ke

s 
to

 g
et

 s
om

ew
he

re
 i

sn
’t 

im
po

rta
nt

, 
as

 lo
ng

 a
s 

th
e 

jo
ur

ne
y 

re
ac

he
s 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
de

st
in

at
io

n.
S

ad
ly,

 w
he

n 
it 

co
m

es
 to

 th
e 

su
bj

ec
t 

of
 

m
ak

in
g 

H
ea

ve
n 

on
e’

s 
et

er
na

l 
ho

m
e,

 t
hi

s 
ph

ilo
so

ph
y 

is
 n

ot
 v

al
id

 
be

ca
us

e 
G

od
 h

as
 s

pe
ci
fi c

al
ly

 t
ol

d 
us

, i
n 

th
e 

H
ol

y 
B

ib
le

, H
is

 g
ua

ra
nt

ee
d 

w
ay

 o
r p

la
n 

fo
r u

s 
to

 g
et

 th
er

e.
S

au
l 

of
 

Ta
rs

us
, 

la
te

r 
kn

ow
 

as
 

P
au

l 
th

e 
A

po
st

le
, 

w
ro

te
 o

ve
r 

ha
lf 

of
 t

he
 N

ew
 T

es
ta

m
en

t 
pa

rt 
of

 t
he

 
B

ib
le

. 
 H

e 
w

as
 a

 R
om

an
 c

iti
ze

n 
w

ho
 

ha
d 

a 
pe

rs
on

al
, 

lif
e 

ch
an

g-
in

g 
en

co
un

te
r 

w
ith

 G
od

. 
A

fte
rw

ar
d,

 
he

 w
as

 t
au

gh
t 

ab
ou

t 
he

av
en

 a
nd

 
th

e 
su

pe
rn

at
ur

al
 w

or
ld

 b
y 

a 
di

vi
ne

 
re

ve
la

tio
n 

of
 J

es
us

 C
hr

is
t 

(s
ee

 G
a-

la
tia

ns
 1

:1
2)

. 
B

y 
w

ay
 o

f 
a 

vi
si

on
,    

G
od

 t
oo

k 
P

au
l 

to
 h

ea
ve

n 
w

hi
le

 h
e

w
as

 s
til

l 
al

iv
e 

(s
ee

 2
 C

or
in

th
ia

ns
 

12
:1

-7
). 

P
au

l h
ad

 t
hi

s 
to

 s
ay

 a
bo

ut
 

hi
s 

w
rit

in
gs

:
...

w
he

n 
yo

u 
re

ce
iv

ed
 H

is
 m

es
sa

ge
 

fro
m

 u
s,

 y
ou

 d
id

n’
t t

hi
nk

 o
f o

ur
 w

or
ds

 
as

 m
er

e 
hu

m
an

 id
ea

s.
 Y

ou
 a

cc
ep

te
d 

w
ha

t 
w

e 
sa

id
 a

s 
th

e 
ve

ry
 w

or
d 

of
 

G
od

—
w

hi
ch

, o
f c

ou
rs

e,
 it

 is
.   

    
    

    
    

  
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 –

 I 
Co

rin
thi

an
s 1

4:3
7 

Pa
ul

 
tra

ve
le

d 
to

 
R

om
e 

by
 

sh
ip

, 
an

d 
w

al
ki

ng
 a

lo
ng

 t
he

 A
pp

ia
n 

W
ay

.  
H

e 
w

ro
te

 
a 

le
tte

r 
to

 
th

e 
pe

op
le

 
he

 p
la

nn
ed

 o
n 

m
ee

tin
g 

th
er

e.
 B

y 
m

ak
in

g 
a 

co
m

pi
la

tio
n 

of
 v

er
se

s 
fro

m
 

th
at

 le
tte

r, 
a 

ro
ad

 m
ap

 to
 H

ea
ve

n 
is

 
fo

rm
ed

. 

1.
 I

n 
G

od
’s

 s
ys

te
m

 o
f 

ju
st

ic
e,

 n
on

e 
of

 u
s,

 b
y 

hu
m

an
 e

ffo
rt,

 c
an

 g
et

 t
o 

he
av

en
 b

ec
au

se
 n

o 
on

e,
 o

n 
hi

s 
ow

n 
m

er
it,

 is
 ri

gh
t w

ith
 G

od
. 

N
o 

on
e 

is
 ri

gh
te

ou
s—

no
t e

ve
n 

on
e.

– 
Ro

ma
ns

 3:
10

 

2.
 W

e 
ha

ve
 lo

st
 o

ur
 ti

ck
et

 to
 H

ea
ve

n 
be

ca
us

e 
w

e 
si

nn
ed

 a
ga

in
st

 G
od

 b
y 

br
ea

ki
ng

 H
is

 T
en

 C
om

m
an

dm
en

ts
. 

Fo
r 

ev
er

yo
ne

 h
as

 s
in

ne
d;

 w
e 

al
l f

al
l 

sh
or

t o
f G

od
’ s

 g
lo

rio
us

 s
ta

nd
ar

d.
 

– 
Ro

ma
ns

 3:
23

 
3. 

Th
is

 d
is

ob
ed

ie
nc

e 
to

 G
od

 h
as

 a
 

pr
es

en
t 

an
d 

et
er

na
l 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
e–

a 
br

ok
en

 re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 G
od

 n
ow

, 
an

d 
be

in
g 

ba
ni

sh
ed

 
fro

m
 

G
od

’s
 

ho
m

e 
he

re
af

te
r.

Fo
r t

he
 w

ag
es

 o
f s

in
 is

 d
ea

th
,

– 
Ro

ma
ns

 6:
23

a 
4.

 T
he

re
 is

 a
 w

ay
 o

ut
!  

G
od

 lo
ve

s 
us

 
so

 m
uc

h,
 t

ha
t 

H
e 

ca
m

e 
to

 e
ar

th
 in

 
th

e 
P

er
so

n 
of

 J
es

us
 C

hr
is

t. 
Je

su
s 

pe
rfe

ct
ly

 
pl

ea
se

d 
H

is
 

H
ea

ve
nl

y 
Fa

th
er

. 
 H

e 
be

ca
m

e 
th

e 
on

ly
 m

an
 

w
ho

 
de

se
rv

ed
 

to
 

go
 

to
 

H
ea

ve
n.

 
H

e 
di

ed
 o

n 
a 

cr
os

s 
in

 o
ur

 p
la

ce
 

to
 p

ay
 t

he
 p

en
al

ty
 (

de
bt

 w
e 

ea
ch

 
ow

e 
to

 G
od

) 
fo

r 
ou

r 
si

n,
 m

ak
in

g heaven available to us.
B

ut G
od show

ed H
is great love for 

us by sending C
hrist to die for us 

w
hile w

e w
ere still sinners. – Rom. 5:8

5. 
N

ow
, 

com
plem

ents 
of 

Jesus 
C

hrist, G
od offers us H

eaven and 
eternal life as a free gift!
...but the free gift of G

od is eternal 
life through C

hrist Jesus our Lord.
– Romans  6:23b 

6. R
econnecting our relationship w

ith 
G

od, and m
aking a reservation for 

H
eaven for eternity, isn’t an autom

at-
ic fi x. G

od requires our response by 
doing tw

o things.
If you confess w

ith your m
outh that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that G

od raised H
im

 from
 the 

dead, you w
ill be saved. For it is by 

believing in your heart that you are 
m

ade right w
ith G

od, and it is by 
confessing w

ith your m
outh that you

are saved.                  – Romans 10:9,10
First, w

e m
ust believe the historical 

facts about Jesus C
hrist found in 

G
od’s W

ord, the B
ible: Jesus died 

on the cross for our sins, and G
od 

raised H
im

 from
 the dead, giving H

im
 

an im
m

ortal body, the kind H
e has 

prom
ised to give us w

hen H
e returns 

from
 heaven to rule the earth.

S
econdly, G

od w
ants each of us to 

m
ake a confession w

ith our m
ouths 

(out loud) that Jesus C
hrist is our 

personal Lord and S
avior, and one 

day H
e is taking us to H

eaven.
This is accom

plished by praying the 
follow

ing prayer:
D

ear Jesus, com
e into m

y heart. 
Forgive all m

y sins. W
ash m

e in 
your blood. W

rite m
y nam

e in your  
B

ook 
of 

Life. 
Fill 

m
e 

w
ith 

Your 
H

oly 
S

pirit, 
so 

I 
can 

serve 
and 

obey You. In Jesus’ N
am

e, A
m

en.

7. O
ur assurance of m

aking H
eaven

our eternal hom
e is based on G

od’s 
ability to keep H

is W
ord (H

is B
ible 

prom
ises).

E
veryone w

ho calls on the nam
e of 

the LO
R

D
 w

ill be saved.   – Rom. 10:13
A

lso, w
hen w

e prayed and asked 
Jesus to com

e into our hearts, G
od 

the H
oly S

pirit cam
e to live in us as 

an inw
ard w

itness that w
e are now

 a 
part of the fam

ily of G
od.

For H
is S

pirit joins w
ith our spirit to 

affi rm
 that w

e are G
od’s children. 

– Romans 8:16

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible New Living Trans-
lation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. 
Used by permission of  Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
Designed by HIS Print Media Ministries www.tracts4u.com
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